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International Baccalaureate 
Organization 

Education for Life 

he International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO), a non-profit educational 
foundation based in Geneva, Switzerland, offers the Diploma Program for 
students in the final two years of school, aged 16 to 19, the Middle Years 
Program for students in the 11-16 age range, and the Primary Years Program 

for students aged 3 to 12 years. The IBO has authorized some 2,100 schools in 125 
countries to teach these programs. In addition, the organization provides curriculum 
and assessment development, teacher-training and information seminars, electronic 
networking and other educational services to these schools. 

There are more than 568,000 IB students at 2,127 schools in 125 
countries. 
 
The Diploma Program is currently offered by 1,597 schools in 124 
countries worldwide. 
 

Diploma Program 
The International Baccalaureate Organization’s Diploma Program (DP), created in 
1968, is a demanding pre-university course of study that leads to examinations; it is 
designed for highly motivated students aged 16 to 19. The program has earned a 
reputation for rigorous assessment, giving IB diploma holders access to the world’s 
leading universities. The IBO has shown, over the course of 30 years, that IB Diploma 
Program students are well prepared for university work. 

The Diploma Program’s grading system is criterion based: each student’s performance 
is measured against well-defined levels of achievement consistent from one 
examination session to the next. Grades reflect attainment of knowledge and skills 
relative to set standards that are applied equally to all schools. Top grades are not, for 
example, awarded to a certain percentage of students. The program is a comprehensive 
two-year international curriculum, available in English, French and Spanish, that 
generally allows students to fulfill the requirements of their national or state education 
systems. The Diploma Program incorporates the best elements of national systems, 
without being based on any one. Internationally mobile students are able to transfer 
from one IB school to another while students who remain closer to home benefit from 
a highly respected international curriculum. 

The program was born of efforts to establish a common curriculum and valid 
university entry credentials for students moving from one country to another. 
International educators were motivated by practical considerations but also by an 

T 
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idealistic vision: students should share an academic experience that would emphasize 
critical thinking, intercultural understanding and exposure to a variety of points of view. 

Druga Gimnazija Sarajevo was the first school in Bosnia and Herzegovina to 

introduce the IB Diploma Program in 2000.  
 

The Program is taught in English. 
 

More than one hundred students have earned their IB diplomas from Druga 
Gimnazija Sarajevo. 

 

Today, nearly half the students opting for the Diploma Program come from state or 
national systems rather than from international schools. The idealism has remained 
unchanged, however. The IBO’s goal is to provide students with the values and 
opportunities that will enable them to develop sound judgment, make wise choices, 
and respect others in the global community. The program equips students with the 
skills and attitudes necessary for success in higher education and employment. The 
program has the strengths of a traditional liberal arts curriculum, but with three 
important additional features, shown at the centre of the hexagonal curriculum model. 

 

Students study six subjects selected from the subject groups. Normally three subjects 
are studied at higher level (courses representing 240 teaching hours), and the remaining 
three subjects are studied at standard level (courses representing 150 teaching hours). 
All three parts of the core - extended essay, theory of knowledge and creativity, action, 
service - are compulsory and are central to the philosophy of the Diploma Program. 
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The three core requirements are:  

• extended essay  

• theory of knowledge  

• creativity, action, service.  
 
All Diploma Program students must engage in these three activities. 

Theory of Knowledge 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK), an interdisciplinary requirement intended to stimulate 
critical reflection on knowledge and experience gained inside and outside the 
classroom, is a course of study unique to the International Baccalaureate Organization 
and mandatory for every Diploma Program student; it adds coherence to the program. 
TOK should involve at least 100 hours of teaching time spanning the program’s two 
years. 

The origins of TOK lie in a fusion of two divergent educational traditions, one 
pragmatic and the other placing prime importance on the teaching of philosophy. In 
TOK, students are encouraged to reflect on all aspects of their Diploma Program 
work. It is possible to have informed discussions about the nature and purposes, 
strengths and limitations of particular knowledge systems, since distribution 
requirements ensure that course selections include each of the principal domains of 
knowledge. 

The interdisciplinary TOK course is designed to provide coherence by exploring the 

nature of knowledge across disciplines, encouraging an appreciation of other 

cultural perspectives. 
 

For example, students are encouraged to reflect on the nature of 
poetic truth in literature and to contrast such truth with that obtained in other systems 
of knowledge – the historical fact, the scientific fact, a mathematical proof, and so on. 
They also examine the grounds for the moral, political and aesthetic judgments that 
individuals must make in their daily lives. Emphasis is placed on the role of language 
and thought and on the development of the student’s critical thinking skills. 

Students are helped to consider how they know what they know (different ways of 
“knowing”) and  to develop habits of reflection which they bring to each subject, 
resulting in a deeper intellectual experience. As befits an international program, the 
TOK course explores various cultural traditions and encourages students to think 
about the strengths and limitations of different ways of knowing. TOK is not another 
name for philosophy, which exists as a subject option in its own right, yet in a broad 
sense the aim of TOK is to encourage a philosophical cast of mind and to promote 
clarity of thought and good judgment. 
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Assessment of Performance in TOK 

Each student is required to submit one essay between 1,200 and 1,600 words, from a 
list of 10 titles prescribed by the IBO for each examination session. In addition, the 
student makes a 10-minute presentation to the class and writes a self-evaluation report 
that includes a concise description of the presentation and answers to questions 
provided by the IBO. 

The Extended Essay 

IB Diploma Program students are required to undertake original research and write an 
extended essay of 4,000 words (maximum). This essay offers the student the 
opportunity to investigate a topic of special interest and to become acquainted with the 
kind of independent research and writing skills expected at the university level. The 
IBO recommends that a student devote a total of about 40 hours of private study and 
writing time to the essay. A student may choose to write on a topic in one of the 
subjects, plus language/literature courses. The extended essay can serve to deepen a 
student’s program of study, for example when the student chooses to focus the essay 
on a topic included in a higher-level course. Students may also elect to add to the 
breadth of their academic experience by writing on a subject not included in their 
diploma choices. 

The extended essay has a prescribed limit of 4,000 words. It offers the opportunity 
to investigate a topic of individual interest, and acquaints students with the 
independent research and writing skills expected at university. 

 

Supervision 
 
Schools must appropriately supervise IB diploma candidates as they write their 
extended essays. The supervisor is a faculty member able to provide academic guidance 
concerning the subject in which the extended essay is registered. In addition, the 
supervisor provides general guidance on time management and the overall structure 
and presentation of the paper, and ensures that the essay is the candidate’s own work. 

Assessment 
 
Extended essays are assessed according to both general and subject-specific criteria. 
The general criteria relate to the appropriateness of the research question, the way in 
which the material is handled, the level of analysis and the quality of the argument. 
Subject-specific assessment criteria relate to how candidates manage their chosen topic 
within the context of the subject in which the essay is registered. Since the purpose of 
the extended essay is to provide students with an opportunity to engage in independent 
research, the general assessment criteria are given twice as much weight as the subject-
specific criteria. 
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Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) 

Creativity is interpreted broadly to include a wide range of arts activities as well as the 
creativity students demonstrate in designing and implementing service projects. 

Action can include not only participation in individual and team sports but also taking 
part in expeditions and in local or international projects. 

Service encompasses a host of community and social service activities. Some examples 
include helping children with special needs, visiting hospitals and working with 
refugees or homeless people. Each school appoints a CAS supervisor who is 
responsible for providing a varied choice of activities for all Diploma Program 
students.  

Participation in the school’s CAS program encourages students to be involved in 
artistic pursuits, sports and community service work, thus fostering students’ 
awareness and appreciation of life outside the academic arena. 

CAS is a fundamental part of the Diploma Program experience. 
The CAS requirement takes seriously the importance of life outside the world of 
scholarship, providing a refreshing counterbalance to the academic self-absorption 
some may feel within a demanding school environment. The IB goal of educating the 
whole person and fostering a more compassionate and active citizenry comes alive in 
an immediate way when students reach beyond themselves and their books. 

The CAS requirement encourages students to share their energy and special talents 
with others: students may, for example, participate in theatre or musical productions, 
and sports and community service activities. Students should, through these activities, 
develop greater awareness of themselves and concern for others, as well as the ability 
to work cooperatively with other people. monitored by IBO regional offices.  

A system of self-evaluation encourages students to reflect on the benefits of CAS 
participation to themselves and to others, and to evaluate the understanding and 
insights acquired. 

The Curriculum 

The IBO’s international curriculum planners seek to ensure that the organization’s 
educational aims are embodied in the structure and content of the program itself. The 
Diploma Program is displayed in the shape of a hexagon with six academic areas or 
subject groups surrounding a core of requirements; students study the subjects 
concurrently. Students are exposed to the two great traditions of learning: the 
humanities and the sciences. 

Program students are required to select one subject from each of the six subject groups 
which correspond to the principal domains of knowledge. At least three and not more 
than four are taken at higher level (HL), the others at standard level (SL). HL courses 
represent a recommended 240 teaching hours, SL courses 150 hours. By arranging 
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work in this fashion, students are able to achieve depth of study in the context of a 
broad and coherent curriculum over the two-year period. 

The curriculum contains six subject groups together with a core made up of three 
separate parts. 

Breadth and specialization 

The IB pattern is a deliberate compromise between the early specialization preferred in 
some national systems and the greater breadth found in others. Active citizenship and 
global perspectives are encouraged in each area of the curriculum. 

Distribution requirements ensure that the science oriented student is challenged to 
learn a second modern language and that the natural linguist becomes familiar with 
science laboratory procedures. Flexibility in choosing higher-level concentrations 
allows the student to pursue areas of personal interest and to meet special requirements 
for university entrance within a balanced overall program. The subjects are continually 
reviewed and revised to meet contemporary needs.  
 
Group 1: Language A1 

More than 80 different first languages have been offered for examination as part of the 
IBO’s policy of encouraging students to maintain strong ties to their own cultures. 
Students ideally develop strong written and oral skills, respect for the literary heritage of 
their first languages, and an international perspective. Every diploma candidate is 
required to include a group 1 language. Where no teacher is available, a student may be 
allowed to study language A1 as a self-taught candidate at SL only. 
 
The range of texts studied in language A1 courses is broad: students grow to appreciate 
a language’s complexity, wealth and subtleties in a variety of contexts. Confidence and 
competence in oral and written communication skills are fostered. One of the explicit 
aims of the language A1 group is to engender a lifelong interest in literature and a love 
for the elegance and richness of human expression. 

Group 2: Second Language 

Second-language courses develop students’ powers of expression, provide them with a 
resource for the study of other subjects, and bring them into contact with ways of 
thought which may differ from their own. 

The principal aim for the courses in group 2 is to enable students to use the language in 
a range of contexts and for many purposes; the courses focus on written and spoken 
communication. All diploma candidates take an examination in a second language. 

Group 3: Individuals and Societies 

Subjects included in this group span the humanities and social sciences, and are the 
following: business and management; geography; history; information technology in a 
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global society, social and cultural anthropology. An essential characteristic of the 
disciplines in group 3 is that their subject matter is contestable and that their study 
requires students to tolerate some uncertainty. Studies of local situations and of global 
perspectives foster an appreciation of change and continuity as well as of similarity and 
difference. Students evaluate the major theories, concepts and research findings of the 
respective disciplines and learn each discipline’s methodology. 

Students study six subjects selected from the subject groups. Normally three 

subjects are studied at higher level (courses representing 240 teaching hours), and 

the remaining three subjects are studied at standard level (courses representing 

150 teaching hours). 

 
Group 4: Experimental Sciences 

The subjects available in group 4 are biology, chemistry, design technology. 
Experimental science subjects promote an understanding of the concepts, principles 
and applications of the respective disciplines, together with an appreciation of the 
methodology of the experimental sciences in general. Students develop practical 
laboratory skills as well as the ability to work collaboratively through participating in an 
interdisciplinary group project. A common curriculum model applies to all subjects in 
group 4. This model offers a parallel structure at both higher and standard levels 
whereby all candidates study a core of material which is supplemented by various 
options. Examination of local and international examples helps students develop an 
awareness of moral and ethical issues and promotes social responsibility. 

Group 5: Mathematics and Computer Science 

All candidates for a diploma are required to complete a mathematics course, and 
several options are available to cater for different abilities and levels of student interest. 
Each course aims to deepen a student’s understanding of mathematics as a discipline 
and to promote confidence and facility in the use of mathematical language. Computer 
science is an elective subject in group 5; it is not compulsory. 

Mathematical methods SL is designed to provide a background of mathematical 
thought and a reasonable level of technical ability for those not wishing to take 
mathematics at the higher level. It is intended to provide a sound mathematical basis 
for those students planning to pursue further studies in fields such as chemistry, 
economics, geography and business administration. It is a demanding course 
containing a variety of mathematical topics. 

Mathematical studies SL is designed to provide a realistic option for students with 
varied backgrounds and abilities who are not likely to require mathematics beyond the 
Diploma Program. Students develop the skills needed to cope with the mathematical 
demands of a technological society; they also apply mathematics to real-life situations. 
A substantial piece of personal research, in the form of a project, is a requirement of 
the course. 

Group 6: Electives 
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Options: Instead of a group 6 subject, a candidate may select an additional subject 
from groups 2 to 5 and computer science from group 5.  

Special requirements and restrictions 
 

Students must choose one subject from each of groups 1 to 5, thus ensuring breadth of 
experience in all areas: languages, the experimental sciences, mathematics and the 
humanities. The sixth subject may be a subject from groups 2 to 5. Computer science 
can only be taken as a second subject in group 5 which means that the students must 
take a mathematics subject. At least three (and not more than four) subjects must be 
studied at higher level. The remaining subjects are studied at standard level. 

Assessing Student Work 
Classroom teachers and IB examiners work in partnership to ensure that students have 
ample opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned. Responsibility for all 
academic judgments about the quality of candidates’ work rests with examiners 
worldwide, led by chief examiners with international authority in their fields. 
Examinations are offered in May for northern hemisphere schools. 

At the end of the two-year program, students are assessed both 
internally and externally in ways that measure individual performance 
against stated objectives for each subject. 
 

The IBO assesses more than 45,000 DP students annually. Each 
year, approximately 80% of candidates who attempt the diploma are awarded it. An 
essential element of IB assessment is that standards are the same worldwide. 
Authorized schools are located throughout the world and examiners represent many 
cultural and academic traditions, yet the organization measures candidate performance 
according to established standards and criteria that are consistent from place to place 
and year to year. Examiners are trained to assess work from an agreed perspective 
using common IBO “markschemes”. Moderation – a sample of every examiner’s 
marked papers are remarked – is key to achieving the required degree of consistency 
among examiners of the same subject. A variety of assessment methods is used to 
acknowledge both the content and the process of academic achievement and to take 
into account different learning styles and cultural patterns. 

Written examinations 
 

Written examinations are typically given at the end of the course.A written examination 
might consist of two papers, taken separately and sometimes even on different days. 
Ninety minutes might be allotted for completing paper 1, with up to three hours 
allocated for paper 2. Examinations may include oral and written, long and short 
responses, data-based questions, essays, and multiple-choice questions. 

Internal assessment 
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Methods used by examiners external to the local school are complemented by internal 
assessment of coursework by the teachers responsible for evaluating students over the 
entire period of instruction. This is an important aspect of the IBO’s overall 
assessment strategy, because it recognizes the professional role of the teacher and gives 
students a chance to show what they can do over time, not just in the pressured 
context of a final examination. 

The IB diploma is widely recognized by the world’s leading universities. 
 

Internally assessed work usually counts for a minimum of 20% of 
the final grade in a subject. Because teachers’ grading patterns vary from school to 
school and country to country, the IBO evaluates teachers’ marks and may adjust them 
so that international parity is maintained. This process is called external moderation of 
internal assessment. 

Internal assessment typically includes teacher evaluation of work done in class, 
homework assignments, special projects, and notebooks. In some subjects, such as the 
experimental sciences, students are asked to work cooperatively in group projects to 
develop a sense of teamwork and shared responsibility for managing the research 
process and writing up the results. 

Criterion-based grading system 

 

The grading system used by the International Baccalaureate Organization is criterion 
based. Validity, reliability and fairness are the watchwords of the IBO’s international 
assessment strategy. Senior examiners convene after each session to oversee 
assessment in their subjects and to award grades. When all of the data has been 
assembled, the IBO takes a second look at the performance of students reported to 
have suffered some form of adverse circumstances, such as an illness, a death in the 
family or other factors, such as civil unrest during the exam period. Case histories are 
prepared and evaluated to see if any degree of compensation should be applied to 
make sure that candidates’ results are fair. This compassionate review ensures that 
students are not unfairly disadvantaged by situations beyond their control. 

With classroom teachers, international examiners and the IBO’s professional staff 
working in partnership, the emphasis is on ensuring that students have ample 
opportunity to demonstrate what they know and are able to communicate. The system 
is complex and involves a great deal of work by all parties, but it is one that results in 
fair treatment of students whose futures, after all, depend on the assessment of their 
academic work. 

The grading system 
 

Each examined subject is graded on a scale of 1 (minimum) to 7 (maximum). In order 
to be awarded the diploma, a student must meet defined standards and conditions, 
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including a minimum total of 24 points and the satisfactory completion of the three 
diploma requirements: TOK, the extended essay, and CAS activities. 

All students are encouraged to follow the full Diploma Program. Those who 
fail to satisfy the entire set of requirements or who elect to take fewer than six 
subjects are awarded a certificate for examinations completed. 

The minimum score of 24 is based on the notion that a grade 4 
represents a passing level in each of the six subjects. Specific rules apply to overall 
performance and are listed in the regulations that schools agree to observe, and which 
are available as a separate document. Excellent performance in all of the six subject 
areas results in a total of 42 points (7 points for each subject). 

The maximum diploma point score is 45. TOK and the extended essay contribute to 
the overall score through a matrix system which awards up to three points based on 
the candidate’s combined performance. The quality of work in both TOK and the 
essay is measured against assessment criteria, and the results are described according to 
the following five categories: elementary, mediocre, satisfactory, good and excellent. 
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internal assessment, assigned to a particular subject, on the due date (school's internal 
deadline), will also be disqualified from taking the examination in that subject. 

Druga Gimnazija Sarajevo IB Regulations 

1. To be eligible for the IB Diploma, students have to score a minimum of 24 points 
(see the IBO General Regulations for details) and meet all additional IB requirements 
(Extended Essay, internal assessment, TOK, CAS, Group 4 project). To proceed to 
the second year of the IB Diploma program, students have to attain a minimum of 
24 points in the first year summer examinations (with passing grades in all subjects, 
as defined in the General Regulations), submit the first draft of the extended essay and 
participate in the Group 4 project. 

2. The most successful IB students are those that take responsibility for their own 
learning and therefore the school requires that its IB students develop well-
organized work habits, meet all deadlines for assignments, make up all work missed 
in event of absence, and initiate consultations with teachers in conjunction with 
concerns or problems that are inhibiting their learning. 

3. At the end of each quarter report cards are issued to IB DP students and a Parent 
Teacher conference is organized. 

4. IB students must adhere to the code of conduct and classroom regulations of 
Druga Gimnazija Sarajevo. 

IB diploma candidates must be students in good standing at an 

authorized school. 

 

Course of Disciplinary Action 

1. Violations of the student contract or of the IB Druga Gimnazija Sarajevo 
regulations shall be reported in writing by the subject teachers to the homeroom 
teacher/IB coordinator and added to the individual student files. 

2. Should a student miss the deadline for his/her internal assessment, an appointment 
will immediately be made with the homeroom teacher/IB Coordinator and 
measures will be agreed on for the immediate completion of the assignment. Should 
this prove ineffectual, the student and his/her parents/guardians will be informed 
in writing that the student can be disqualified from taking the examination in that 
subject. 

3. In the event of an extended number of absences in any subject, the student and 
his/her parents/guardians will be informed by the homeroom teacher/IB 
Coordinator (before the 15% figure is reached) that further absences mean that the 
student will not be allowed to sit the examination in that subject.  

4. Failure to fulfill the requirements in the first year of the IB program means a 
meeting will be arranged by the IB Coordinator with the student and his/her 
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parents/guardians. At that point in time, the students will be advised to repeat the 
first year of the IB program.  

5. When a student is obviously having difficulty taking responsibility for his/her own 
learning (or for informing the school of their presence) a meeting between the 
student and the IB Coordinator will take place during which arrangements for 
supervised assistance will be agreed on for the period of time needed by the student 
to develop more responsible behavior.  

Academic Honesty Policy 

Understanding and respect for basic concepts of academic honesty is an essential 
element of attending the IB DP. Students must understand the basic meaning and 
significance of concepts that relate to academic honesty, especially authenticity and 
intellectual property. Academic honesty includes proper conduct in relation to written 
examinations, research, and all other forms of assessment. Plagiarism, collusion, 
cheating etc. are unacceptable and will be penalized. 

AUTHENTICITY 

An authentic piece of work is one that is based on the candidate’s individual and 
original ideas with the ideas and work of others fully acknowledged. Therefore, all 
assignments, written or oral, completed by a candidate for assessment must wholly and 
authentically use that candidate’s own language and expression. Where sources are used 
or referred to, whether in the form of direct quotation or paraphrase, such sources 
must be fully and appropriately acknowledged. 

INTELECTUAL PROPERTY 

Intellectual property can take many forms such as patents, registered designs, 
trademarks, moral rights and copyright. It is important that candidates be aware that 
forms of intellectual and creative expression (for example, works of literature, art or 
music) must be respected and are normally protected by law. 

MALPPRACTICE 

Malpractice is defined as behavior that results in, or may result in, the candidate or any 
other candidate gaining an unfair advantage in one or more assessment component. 
Malpractice includes: 

(a)  plagiarism: this is defined as the representation of the ideas or work of another 
person as the candidate’s own 

(b)  collusion: this is defined as supporting malpractice by another candidate, as in 
allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another 

(c)  duplication of work: this is defined as the presentation of the same work for 
different assessment components and/or diploma requirements 







I B  D I P L O M A  P R O G R A M  H A N D B O O K  

 17171717

Malpractice Consequences and Follow-up Action  

SCHOOL  

If the coordinator (or a teacher) has reason to suspect that part of or the whole of a 
candidate's work may not be authentic, that work must not be accepted or submitted 
for assessment. At the discretion of the coordinator, one of the two following courses 
of action should be adopted: 

1. The candidate should be allowed one opportunity to revise and resubmit the work. 
This must be completed in time for the coordinator to send the work to the 
examiner to arrive by the appropriate IBO deadline (or to submit marks on IBIS in 
the case of internal assessment). 

2. If there is insufficient time to allow a revision of the work, using the appropriate 
checklist or screen on IBIS, indicate that no work has been submitted. This will 
result in no grade being awarded for the subject concerned. To avoid this situation, 
coordinators are advised to set an internal school deadline that is sufficiently early 
for teachers (and supervisors) to read each candidate’s final submission. 

Whichever course of action is adopted, the incident must be dealt with by the school. It 
should be noted that to be eligible for a grade in any subject a candidate must normally 
submit work for every component. 

IBO 

Cases of suspected malpractice will be presented to the final award committee. After 
reviewing all evidence collected during the investigation, the committee will decide 
whether to dismiss the allegation, uphold it, or ask for further investigations to be 
made. 

If the final award committee deems evidence of malpractice insufficient, the allegation 
will be dismissed and a grade will be awarded in the normal way. 

If the final award committee decides that a case of malpractice has been established, no 
grade will be awarded in the subject(s) concerned. No diploma will be awarded to the 
candidate, but a certificate will be awarded for other subject(s) in which no malpractice 
has occurred. The candidate will be permitted to register for future examinations at 
least one year after the session in which malpractice was established 

If a case of malpractice is very serious either because of its nature or because the 
candidate has already been found guilty of malpractice in a previous session the final 
award committee is entitled to decide that the candidate will not be permitted to 
register for examinations in any future session. 

An IB diploma, or a certificate, may be withdrawn from a candidate at any time if 
malpractice is subsequently established. 
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The IB Learner Profile  
 

The aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people who, 
recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to 
create a better and more peaceful world. IB learners strive to be: 
 

Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills 
necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show 
independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this 
love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives. 

 

Knowledgeable  They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and 
global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth 
knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and 
balanced range of disciplines. 

 

Thinkers  They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and 
creatively to recognize and approach complex problems, and 
make reasoned, ethical decisions. 

 

Communicators  They understand and express ideas and information 
confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a 
variety of modes of communication. They work effectively 
and willingly in collaboration with others. 

 

Principled  They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of 
fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, 
groups and communities. They take responsibility for their 
own actions and the consequences that accompany them. 

 

Open-minded  They understand and appreciate their own cultures and 
personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and 
traditions of other individuals and communities. They are 
accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of 
view, and are willing to grow from the experience. 

 

Caring  They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the 
needs and feelings of others. They have a personal 
commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference 
to the lives of others and to the environment. 

 

Risk-takers  They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with 
courage and forethought, and have the independence of spirit 
to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and 
articulate in defending their beliefs. 

 

Balanced  They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and 
emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for 
themselves and others. 

 

Reflective  They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and 
experience. They are able to assess and understand their 
strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and 
personal development. 

 


